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study, it would b6 possible to select parts of this science which could
be learnt with little prejudice to his mental .training.. I 'kniow, by
experience, that students in their first year can' bei'taght the histo-
logy of the simtple tissues, and this I give them thoroughly, never
recurring to the subject again. They may be taught muscular
mechanisms; for example, the movements of the alimentary canal,
the larynx, respiration, and-the course of the blood. They may be
taught development, too, in its mere outlines, and this will assist the
student with his anatomy. These subjects they can learn and under-
stand. I hope the time is not far off when physiology shall be
removed altogether to the second year of the curriculum, and its place
taen in the first year by elementary biology, for at present the time
of a physiologist is largely taken up with the explanation of elemen-
tary biological principles. It seems strange, indeed, that in the
country which has produced Darwin, Wallace, Huxley, and Spencer,
the greater number of systematic students of human physiology
shoul be trained in ignorance of the antecedents of man, and unac-
quainted with such terms as "evolution" and "natural selection."-
Yours truly, JOHN B. HiAYCRAFT.

Physiological Department, Mason College, Birmingham.

MEDICAL DEGREES FOR LONDON STUDENTS.
SIR,-By the time this letter reaches your hands, another academi-

cal year will be drawing to its close; and yet the question of how to
provide a fair degree in Medicine for the students of the London
schools seems little nearer its solution than it was a year ago. Until
some way of granting a degree, equivalent to those of the Scotch and
Irish Universities, is arrived at, I see nothing for it but to advise
freshmen, who purpose matriculating next October, to go to Cam-
bridge or Edinburgh. At either School, they will obtain what London
denies them; and they can, in some measure, make up for the want
of practical experience of their professsion by spending an extra year
at a London hospital, prior to obtaining a house-surgeoncy in the
country.
Unless English students take some such cotLrse, it seems that the

authorities of the London schools will not understand that their own
interests are, in a large measure, identified with those of their stu-
dents.-Faithfully yours,

SHIIRtLEY DEAKIN, F.R.C. S. Eng.,
Bunnu, Punjab. Surgeon-Major, I.M.S.

THE TREATMENT OF HYDROPHOBIA.
SIR,-My attention has been drawn to a notice of Dr. Hime's report

on the so-called Pasteur discoveries, wherein it is stated that no man
of standing has made any objection to that method. That may be
true, but I happen to know that some medical men of undeniable stand-
ing have that particular method. very much under consideration; and
I maintain that the Pasteur success is not yet proven. I think I have
a fair claim to be interested in the whole matter, when I state that I
was bitten on the hand by an African negro, half an hour previous to
his death, only one of the teeth-indentures showing blood, however.
My cases occurred between 1872-75, and I took care that they should

be seen and verified by my medical brethren. From seizure to death,
three tofive days. They were constantly under observation. I found
that fluid, when darkened, could be taken in forced gulps, but not from
a glass vessel; it could be taken from a cup where the contents were
unnoticed until raised. Blindfolding only caused general resistance.
Then I tried porter, and gratitude was expressed for temporary ease.
In conclusion, I cannot help thinking that herein we have the key
to the eventual satisfactory treatment of the disease, and I only
regret that I am not a sufficiently practical physiologist to decide
how such experience may be best applied.-I remain, your obedient
servant, HENRY DALTON, M.I)., O.M. Edin.

Harrogate, Yorks.
*** Although Dr. Dalton is of opinion that the efficacy of Pasteur's

treatment is still unproven, he does not contradict Dr. Hime's state-
ments. Dr. Dalton's observations are very interesting, as indicating
a means of lessening the sufferings of patients who are dying of
hydro'phobia,' but we fail to see that he gives any indication of a
method for averting the onset of the.disease, or preventing a fatal
termination.

SCARLET FEVER AND SMALL,POX.
SIR,-If further research confirm the probable suggestion that

scawlet fever may be communicated from the cow, and that nmilk is a
suitable medium wherein the germs may mature and produce this
..formidable disease, when swallowed, may not vaccinia be, in like

mannqr., the source of small-pox poison, communicated in the same
way and by the same means, that is, by admixture with the milk, by
cultivation therein, and by subsequent ingestion ? And, if so, may
we not as reasonably anticipate the extinction of variola as of scarla-
tina
fIn bothi cases, the udder of the cow is the source of the infecting
matter. Transference, by inoculation, to the human subject may, in
each instanice, minimise the virulence of the poison; whereas cultUva
tion in a suitable mediummay intensify it. The two instances seem
to be theoretically parallel; whether they are so in fact is another
question, but one which is, perhaps, worth the consideration of those
who have the means of subjecting it to a practical test. -Yours, etc.

F. LE GRos CLARK.

BARBADOES AS A SANATORIUM.
SIR,-I am glad to see that your reviewer, inhis note on the Rev. J. H.

Sutton Moxly's book entitled X West Indian Sanatorium and Guide to
Barbadoes (JOURNAL, July 3rd), has expressed a decided scepticism-
at least I read that between the lines-as to the suitability of the
island for a health-resort. I know Barbadoes personally, and I have
lived in Bridgetown; and I must say that they are the last places in
the world that I know in which q healthy man, much less an invalid,
should make his abode. I need not speak of the excessive heat and
the extreme mental and physical depression induced by it; and, when
I say that the population of Bridgetown consists of a swarm of the
most offensive negroes in the West Indies, the invalid who knows
the negro by experience elsewhere will shun Barbadoes as he would
shun a pestilence. The town is unbearably hot; there is scarcely an
interesting or pretty piece of scenery in the whole island, though the
scenery is, of course, novel, when looked at for the first time. As for
yellow fever, which Mr. Moxly dismisses so lightly, it will be at once
clear to the invalid that a country liable to so dreadful a visitation as
"yellow.jack"' is a country to be avoided in the search for health.
To catch a steamer and escape may look all very well in print, but
our yellow enemy has intercepted many a runaway before to-day. and
chased many a vessel, as its passengers know to their cost. The fact
is, that Barbadoes can only be considered a health-resort for those with
whom fever-not necessarily yellow fever, but ordinary fever induced
by exposure to the sun and by miasmatic causes-has played havoc
on the northern mainland of South America. The sea-bathing it
affords, and the trade-winds that blow over the island, render life
there preferable to an enervating existence on the mud-swamps of
Demerara, or in the malarious forest-covered country beyond. To
those whose system is broken down with fever, and who cannot return
to Europe, Barbadoes is reputed the best sanatorium the West Indies
offer; but a native of these islands, who sought health in Bar-
badoes, would, in my opinion, be going out of the way to find it.
The advantages of Madeira, in respect of climate, beautiful scenery,
society, and cost, are as incomparably ahead of Barbadoes as living in
the West End with a good income is incomparable to living in
Whitechapel with no income at all.-I am, sir, yours truly,

A TRAVELLER.

THE TREATMENT OF SHIP-SURGEONS.
SIR,-There appears in the JOURNAL, from time to time, letters

from ship-surgeons, chiefly in the Atlantic service, complaining of
the treatment which they have received at the hands of the managers
of the Company; of the lack of proper hospital accommodation,; and
of their social position on board. I think it would be as well for
those who have served as a ship-surgeon to place on record a state-
ment of the treatment whieh they themselves have received, so that
fresh-comers may know what to expect from a given Line, and so by
degrees shun those where a bad state of things exists, and by this
means bring that company to a better management.

I was inthe Union, South African Line; and, during the whole time,
was treated with the utmost consideration and courtesy by the captain
and the officers, as Well as by the Medical Superintendent and the
heads of the:departments at Southampton; the hospital accommodca-
tion was excellent; the drugs and appliances ample and of good
quality; and any suggestion I made was listened to by the captain
with attention.
As regards the social position, it depends on the man himself; 'if he

behaves in a pleasant, unostentatious manner, he will be treated 'as
befits hi 'position; but if neglectful of his duties and curt in his
manner, he will sooner find his level than on shore. For a capable
gentlemanly man, I can conceive no life more pleasant than surgeon
on a first-class mail-boat. 7-I remain, yours truly,

* Wendover, Tring. , A. E. ODLING, X.R.C.S., L,S,4.


